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Note from the Editors 
This year marks an important step for fishladder. As Grand Valley's Creative 
and Professional Writing Programs continue to expand, the magazine is rapidly 
becoming an integral stepping stone for many young writers to develop their 
talents. This issue boasts the largest staff yet, and we are excited that so many 
people are taking advantage of the opportunity to step outside the classroom 
and enrich their education with a hands-on experience with fishladder. 
You will notice that, as in years past, many of our readers and editors have 
contributed to the magazine. We feel that this trend is an important one, 
because many of the department's brightest and most talented students have 
worked hard to put this magazine in your hands. This issue offishladder marked 
an improvement in the way the pieces were judged, and we have taken care 
to ensure that the readers were judging unmarked, unnamed submissions. 
This is due in large part to the input of our Poetry, Fiction, Nonfiction, Art, 
and Photography Editors who are essential in making the publication of this 
magazine run smoothly. Thanks to Breanne, Kelly, Katie, Lindsey, Erin, David, 
Angie, Teresa, lVlichelle, and Amanda for all the time and energy they put in 
this year. 
\lIfe would also like to acknowledge the explosion of art and photography 
submissions in this issue. We are excited to showcase the quality ofwork that 
is being done in the Art and Photography Departments here at Grand Valley. 
We want to thank Maggie Porter for stepping up and taking charge of the art 
and photo submissions, increasing our efficiency as a stafE 
Thanks to all the readers and editors for all the hard work that goes into every 
issue offishladder.Thanks to Jason Rederstorf, who challenged himself this year 
to improve the layout and design of the magazine, and thanks to faculty advi­
sor Chris Haven for his valuable insight into the publication process. Thanks 
to everyone who took the time to submit pieces for this issue and, most of all, 
thank you, the reader, for giving us the opportunity to share the outstanding 
work being done on this campus. 
AJ Gretz andJenn Bedard, editors. 
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